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1.0 Introduction 
The third round of awareness commenced on Monday the 22nd of October to 

Friday the 2nd of November 2012 (Annex 1) and was officially opened by the 

Assistant Roko Taveuni, Mr. Aloesi Rasaciva. 

 The team comprised of iTaukei Land Trust Board (TLTB) and Department of 

Forests (DOF, Ministry of Primary Industries) staff and 10 landowners who 

participated in the Viti Levu tour. 

The inclusion of the iTLTB and DOF personnel in this round of awareness 

was to address the questions and issues raised by the landowners during 

the second round of awareness (see NFMV Report 2012/16). 

Except for the Vanua o Bouma, the remaining thirteen (13) mataqali have 

given their approval and support the establishment of the Taveuni National 

Park. 

 

 

 

Generally, there was a 60% turnout in all the meetings. 

Overall members from the mataqali, Matakuro, Qali, Naituku, Vidawa, 

Lekutu, Naqeru, Nacivaciva, Nasuva, Valelevu (Lovonivonu), Lawaki, 

Cakaudrove, Vusaratu (Tavuki) & Vusaratu (Vuna) attended the meetings. A 

summary of their representation by mataqali is given in Table 1.0 below. Of 

these attendees, 35 were women, 161 were men.  
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Table 1.0: Summary of attendees of the 2nd round of the Taveuni National 

Park consultations by Mataqali. 

Village Mataqali Total No. 
attended 

Male Female 

Lavena Matakuro 26 19 7 

Qali 13 13  

Bouma Vidawa 26 24 2 

Naituku    

Vidawa Lekutu 15 11 4 

Qeleni Naqeru    

Nacivaciva    

Welagi Nasuva 30 20 10 

Lovonivonu Valelevu 22 21 1 

 Lawaki 15 9 6 

Tavuki Vusaratu 30 26 4 

Vuna Vusaratu 20 19 1 

Total  167 161  35 

 

2.2 TLTB and DOF presentations. 

The presence and presentations made by the two personnel from these two 

organizations has enlightened the landowners on their doubts and questions 

raised during the 2nd round of awareness. 

The major issues of discussion during the awareness included: 

 Leasing of the Forest Reserve. 

 The landowner’s participation in its development. 

 Lease area per mataqali. 

 Sightings of the maps of the two Reserves clearly indicating respective 

mataqali’s boundary. 

 The validity of the Taveuni Forest Reserve Lease. 

 Clarification of the Ravilevu Nature Reserve – What Crown Freehold Land 

means. 

 Ownership of the Ravilevu Native Reserve which still needs to be clarified 

to the two mataqali claiming to be the rightful owner. (Mataqali Matakuro 

& Vunimakita of Lavena and mataqali Vusaratu of Vuna) 

The presentations by the two officers have brought out issues such as: 

i. Trainings - the involvement of the mataqali in the setting of the  Park. 

The need to have trainings for professional tour guides which should 

involve the participation of the landowners. 
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ii.  The landowners involvement in the recent Blue Line marking by the 

Ministry of Forestry has also brought out the possibility of having a walk 

way or track around the island. 

iii. Formulation of the mataqali Trust which should be their arm to the 

steering committee.  It was also highlighted to the mataqali’s that the 

lease money for the Taveuni Forest Reserve has been withheld by the 

iTLTB unless respective mataqali formed their own Trust and opens its 

Trust Account.   

iv. The importance of re-visiting the mataqali members in the urban areas 

with the major objective of relaying the current status of the project. 

v. Official launching day of the Taveuni National Park which is to be 

discussed at a later date. 

vi. The need to have awareness to the other stakeholders within Taveuni. 

2.3 Taveuni Tourism Association Meeting. 

The Taveuni Tourism Association invited NF-MV into their meeting on 

Thursday 1st November. 

The association has render their full support for the establishment of the 

Taveuni National Park and are willing to donate any assistance to the NF-

MV office whether it be in kind or finance. 

2.4 Heads of Department Meeting. 

NF-MV presented to the HOD’s at the Cakaudrove Women’s Resource Centre 

on Friday 2nd November. 

Despite having to present at the end of year, the District Officer Taveuni has 

also committed their service to the establishment of the project. 

3.0 Recommendations: 
i. The Vanua o Bouma is still reluctant to agree to the inclusion of the 

Bouma National Heritage Park in to the Taveuni National Park.  For this 

reason, it is recommended that there be another round of discussion with 

the five (5) mataqali within the Vanua o Bouma together with National 

Trust of Fiji. 

ii. Mataqali Matakuro (Lavena) and Mataqali Salialevu (Vuna) are still 

adamant that they are the rightful owner of the Ravilevu Nature Reserve.  

There is a need to arrange a meeting with the Lands Department to 

clarify this issue. 

iii. Since we are in partnership with the Cakaudrove Provincial Office, it is 

recommended that Assistant Roko Taveuni to officially converge meetings 

with the Turaga ni Mataqali to officially endorse the approval of their 

participation in the Taveuni National Park. 
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iv. There is still the need to have the mataqali members residing in the 

urban areas be informed of the project’s current situation. 

4.0 Conclusion 
With the completion of this third round of awareness thirteen (13) of the 

eighteen (18) mataqali have given their consent to the establishment of the 

Taveuni National Park. 

Four (4) of the five (5) mataqali within the Vanua o Bouma have also given 

their approval to the establishment of the Park but with the exclusion of the 

Bouma National Heritage Park.  Mataqali Naituku of Korovou, Bouma is the 

only mataqali reluctant to the formation of the Park. 

The participation of the ten (10) landowners selected from the Viti Levu Tour 

to be facilitators during this programme was greatly appreciated.  Sharing 

their experience and the lessons learnt from the tour also motivated 

landowners in agreeing to the establishment of the Taveuni National Park. 
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Annex 1.  Third Round Awareness Programme (Proposed) 
TAVEUNI NATIONAL PARK PROJECT 

MV27 
THIRD ROUND CONSULTATION FORUM 

Date  Time Activity 

22/10/2012 08:30 Depart for Lavena village 

10:30 Commence meeting for Mataqali Matakuro.  

13:00 Lunch 

14:30 Commence meeting for Mataqali Qali 

16:30 End of workshop 

 Sleep at Lavena 

23/10/2012 0800 Breakfast 

0900 Depart for Bouma 

1000 Meeting – Mataqali Vidawa 

1300 Lunch 

1430 Mataqali Naituku 

1630 Afternoon tea 

1900 Meeting – Mataqali Lekutu 

 Sleep at Vidawa 

24/10/2012 0800 Breakfast at Vidawa 

 0900 Leave for Qeleni 

 1000 Meeting – Mataqali Naqeru 

 1300 Lunch 

 1430 Meeting – Mataqali Nacivaciva 

 1730 Leave for Mua Research Station, Dinner at Mua 

25/10/2012 0800 Breakfast 

 0900 Leave for Welagi 

 1000 Meeting – Mataqali Nasuva 

 1300 Lunch 

 1430 Meeting – Mataqali Valelevu, Lamini 

 1630 Afternoon tea 

 1900 Dinner at Mua 

26/10/2012 0800 Breakfast 

 0900 Leave for Lovonivonu 

 1000 Meeting – Mataqali Valelevu, Lovonivonu 

 1300 Lunch 

 1430 Meeting – Mataqali Lawaki, Cakaudrove 

 1630 Afternoon Tea 

 1730 Debrief and dismiss 

29/10/2012 0700 Minibus to pick from Lavena - Welagi 

 0930 Leave for Vuna 

 1030 Morning tea 

 1100 Meeting – Mataqali Vusaratu 

 1430 Lunch 

 1630 Leave for Mua 

  Sleep and dinner at Mua 

30/10/2012 0800 Breakfast 

 0900 Leave for Tavuki 

 1000 Meeting – Mataqali Vusaratu, Tavuki 
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 1300 Lunch 

 1430 Meeting – Mataqali Valelevu, Somosomo 

 1630 Afternoon tea 

 1700 Debrief Mataqali reps 

 1830 End of Awareness meeting. Dismiss.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAKAUDROVE PROVINCIAL OFFICE 
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Annex 2.  Third Round Awareness Programme (Actual) 
TAVEUNI NATIONAL PARK PROJECT 

MV27 

THIRD ROUND CONSULTATION FORUM 

Date  Time Activity 

22/10/2012 08:30 Facilitators meet @ NFMV office, Somosomo. 

10:30 Leave for Lavena Village 

12.30 Meeting with Mataqali Matakuro. 

14:30 Lunch 

15.30 Meeting with Mataqali Qali 

19.00 Meeting with both the Mataqali. 

23/10/2012 0800 Breakfast @ Lavena. 

0900 Leave for Bouma 

1000 Meeting was cancelled. Spent the day @ Vidawa 

1900 Meeting with Mataqali Lekutu, Vidawa. 

24/10/2012 0800 Breakfast @ Vidawa 

0900 Leave for Qeleni. 

1100 Meeting with Mataqali Naqeru. 

1300 Lunch 

1430 Meeting with Mataqali Nacivaciva. 

1830 Check in at the Mua Rest House. 

25/10/2012 0800 Breakfast. 

0900 Leave for Welagi. 

1000 Meeting with Vanua Nasuva. 

1300 Lunch 

1500 Meeting with Mataqali Valelevu, Lovonivonu. 

1730 Debrief @ Mua Rest House. 

  

26/10/2012 0800 Breakfast 

0900 Attend to Poverty Alleviation Celebration at the Waiyevo Govt 
Station. 

1300 Lunch @ Lovonivonu 

1345 Leave for Vuna Village 

1430 Meeting with Mataqali Vusaratu 

1800 Leave for Mua Rest House. Disperse for the weekend. 

29/10/2012 0800 Minibus picks facilitators from Qeleni to Tavuki. 

 1000 Meeting with Mataqali Vusaratu, Tavuki. 

 1200 Lunch 

 1300 Leave for Vuniuto Settlement 

 1330 Meeting with Mataqali Lawaki & Cakaudrove. 

 1700 Leave for Mua Rest House. Debrief. 

30/10/2012 0800 Breakfast 

 0900 Leave for Bouma Village 

 1000 Meeting with Mataqali Vidawa & Naituku. 

 1300 Lunch 

 1430 End of Programme. Disperse. 
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Annex 3.  Facilitators (Proposed) 
TAVEUNI NATIONAL PARK PROJECT 

MV27 

THIRD ROUND CONSULTATIONS – FACILITATORS 

Department/ Mataqali Names 

iTLTB 2 personnel 

Ministry of Forests 2 personnel 

NFMV Waisele Mataitoga 

Anamaria Tiko 

Sipiriano Qeteqete (National Trust of Fiji) 

Perina Susu 

Navitalai Qali 

Cakaudrove Provincial Office Aloesi Rasaciva 

Peni Tabualevu 

Vanua Vuna Laisiasa Timouta 

Samuela Tui 

Mataqali Vusaratu – Tavuki Vilise Rabitu 

Mataqali Valelevu & Lawaki Vatili Tiko 

Fabiano Feoko 

Mataqali Valelevu Lamini Vueti Logayau 

Mataqali Nasuva – Welagi Nicholas Naceba 

Bonevasio Koroduadua 

Mataqali Naqeru & Nacivaciva Mikaele Tawake 

Alipate Qalibau 

Mataqali Lekutu - Vidawa Pelasio 

Mataqali Vidawa & Naituku Penijamini Lawa 

Mataqali Matakuro & Qali Berenado & Lakobo 

Driver - minibus  
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Annex 4.  Facilitators (Actual) 
TAVEUNI NATIONAL PARK PROJECT 

MV27 

THIRD ROUND CONSULTATIONS – FACILITATORS 

Department/ Mataqali Names 

iTLTB Solomone Keteravu 

Ministry of Forests Ilaitia Seroma 

NFMV Waisale Mataitoga 

Anamaria Tiko 

Sipiriano Qeteqete 

Navitalai Qali 

Cakaudrove Provincial Office Aloesi Rasaciva 

Peni Tabualevu 

Mataqali Vusaratu – Tavuki Vilise Rabitu 

Mataqali Valelevu & Lawaki Vatili Tiko 

Fabiano Feoko 

Mataqali Nasuva – Welagi Adi Ana Qereitoga 

Bonevasio Koroduadua 

Mataqali Naqeru & Nacivaciva Alipate Qalibau 

Paulo Manaua 

Mikaele Tawake 

Mataqali Lekutu - Vidawa Aisake Tale 

Mataqali Vidawa & Naituku Penijamini Lawa 

Mataqali Matakuro & Qali Berenado 

Iakobo 

Driver - minibus Saula 
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Annex 5: Attendance Register of the meetings 
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