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Biodiversity hotspots are regions that 
harbor especially high numbers of 
endemic species and, at the same 
time, have been significantly impacted 
by human activities. Each hotspot 
faces extreme threats and has already 
lost at least 70% of its original natural 
vegetation. Over 50% of the world’s 
plant species and 42% of all terrestrial 
vertebrate species are endemic to the 
biodiversity hotspots, making them 
urgent priorities for biodiversity 
conservation at a global scale. 

The Critical Ecosystem Partnership
Fund (CEPF) is a joint initiative of
L'Agence Française de Développement,
Conservation International, the
European Commission, the Global
Environment Facility, the Government of
Japan, the MacArthur Foundation and
the World Bank.  A fundamental goal of
CEPF is to ensure civil society is
engaged in biodiversity conservation.

Conservation Outcomes
Indo-Burma
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city (national capitals underlined)

  1   Ailao/Hoang Lien Mountains
  2   Ayeyarwady Catchment
  3   Ayeyarwady River
  4   Bago Yoma Range
  5   Bolaven Plateau
  6   Cambodia-Lao PDR-Vietnam 
          Tri-border Forests
  7   Cardamom and Elephant Mountains
  8   Central Annamites
  9   Central Indochina Limestone
10   Chin Hills Complex
11   Chindwin Catchment
12   Chindwin River
13   Chumphon
14   Damingshan Range
15   Di Linh
16   Doi Phuka-Mae Yom
17   Eastern Plains Dry Forests
18   Hainan Coastal Zone
19   Hainan Mountains
20   Hala-Bala
21   Hong Kong-Shenzhen Mountains
22   Inner Gulf of Thailand
23   Kaeng Krachan
24   Ke Go and Khe Net Lowlands

25   Khao Banthad
26   Khao Luang
27   Khlong Saeng-Khao Sok
28   Lower Chindwin Forest
29   Lower Eastern Forest Complex
30   Lowland Dong Nai Watershed
31   Lum Nam Pai-Salawin
32   Mae Ping-Om Koi
33   Mekong Delta Coastal Zone
34   Mekong River and 
          Major Tributaries
35   Mu Ko Similan-Phi Phi-Andaman
36   Nam Et-Phou Louey
37   Nam Ha-Xishuangbanna-Phou Dendin
38   Nangunhe-Yongde Daxueshan
39   North-western Mekong Delta Wetlands
40   Northern Annamites
41   Northern Indochina Limestone
42   Northern Plains Dry Forests
43   Phanom Dongrak-Pha Tam
44   Phu Khieo-Nam Nao
45   Phu Miang-Phu Thong
46   Quang Binh-Quang Tri-
          Xe Bangfai Lowlands
47   Rakhine Yoma Range

48   Red River Delta Coastal Zone
49   Sekong Plains
50   Shindawashan Range
51   Sino-Vietnamese Limestone
52   Sittaung River
53   South China Shorebird Flyway
54   Southern Annamites 
          Main Montane Block
55   Southern Annamites 
          Western Slopes
56   Sri Lanna-Khun Tan
57   Tanintharyi Range
58   Thanlwin River
59   Tonbiguan-Gaoligongshan
60   Tonle Sap Lake and 
          Inundation Zone
61   Upper Chu River Watershed
62   Upper Eastern Forest Complex
63   Western Forest Complex
64   Western Shan Yoma Range
65   Xe Khampho-Xe Pian
66   Yunwushan Range

*

*

*
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
*

Cambodia 
  KMH1   Ang Tropeang Thmor
  KMH2   Bassac Marsh
  KMH3   Boeung Chhmar/Moat Khla
  KMH4   Boeung Prek Lapouv
  KMH5   Central Cambodia Lowlands
  KMH6   Central Cardamoms
  KMH7   Central Oddar Meanchey
  KMH8   Chhep
  KMH9   Chhnuck Tru
KMH10   Dei Roneat
KMH11   Kampong Trach
KMH12   Kirirom
KMH13   Koh Kapik
KMH14   Koh Tang Archipelago
KMH15   Lomphat
KMH16   Lower Stung Sen
KMH17   Mekong River from Kratie to Lao P.D.R.
KMH18   Mondulkiri-Kratie Lowlands
KMH19   O Skach
KMH20   Phnom Aural
KMH21   Phnom Bokor
KMH22   Phnom Samkos
KMH23   Preah Net Preah/Kra Lanh/Pourk
KMH24   Prek Chhlong
KMH25   Prek Toal
KMH26   Sekong River
KMH27   Sesan River
KMH28   Snoul/Keo Sema/O Reang
KMH29   Southern Cardamoms
KMH30   Sre Ambel
KMH31   Srepok River
KMH32   Stung Kampong Smach
KMH33   Stung Sen/Santuk/Baray
KMH34   Stung/Chi Kreng/Kampong Svay
KMH35   Stung/Prasat Balang
KMH36   Upper Srepok Catchment
KMH37   Upper Stung Sen Catchment
KMH38   Veal Srongae
KMH39   Virachey
KMH40   Western Siem Pang
China 
  CHN1   Ailaoshan
  CHN2   Babianjiang
  CHN3   Baimaling-Huishan
  CHN4   Baixu-Qinpai
  CHN5   Bajianjing
  CHN6   Bangliang
  CHN7   Bawangling
  CHN8   Caiyanghe
  CHN9   Chongzuo
CHN10   Damingshan
CHN11   Datian
CHN12   Daweishan
CHN13   Dawuling
CHN14   Dehong Zizhizhou
CHN15   Diaoluoshan
CHN16   Diding
CHN17   Dinghushan
CHN18   Dongzhaigang
CHN19   Ehuangzhang
CHN20   Exianling and Changhuajiang
CHN21   Fangcheng
CHN22   Fangcheng Shangyue
CHN23   Fanjia
CHN24   Fenshuiling
CHN25   Futian
CHN26   Ganshiling
CHN27   Gaoligongshan
CHN28   Guangtouling
CHN29   Gudoushan
CHN30   Gulongshan
CHN31   Gutian
CHN32   Heishiding
CHN33   Heweishan
CHN34   Hong Kong Island and Associated Islands
CHN35   Houmiling
CHN36   Huanglianshan
CHN37   Inland  New Territories
CHN38   Jianfengling
CHN39   Jianling
CHN40   Jiaxi
CHN41   Lantau Island and Associated Islands
CHN42   Ledong
CHN43   Leizhou Peninsula
CHN44   Liji
CHN45   Limushan
CHN46   Longhua
CHN47   Longhushan
CHN48   Longshan section of Nonggang
CHN49   Mai Po and Inner Deep Bay
CHN50   Malipo
CHN51   Nangunhe
CHN52   Nangliujiang Hekou
CHN53   Nanmaoling
CHN54   Nanweiling
CHN55   Nonggang
CHN56   Paiyangshan
CHN57   Qixingkeng
CHN58   Sanya
CHN59   Sanya Seagrass Beds
CHN60   Shangsi-Biannian
CHN61   Shangxi
CHN62   Shankou
CHN63   Shenzhen Wutongshan
CHN64   Shiwandashan
CHN65   Taipa-Coloane
CHN66   Tongbiguan
CHN67   Tongguling
CHN68   Tongtieling
CHN69   Weizhou Dao
CHN70   Wuliangshan
CHN71   Wuzhishan
CHN72   Xianhu Reservoir
CHN73   Xidamingshan
CHN74   Xieyang Dao
CHN75   Xishuangbanna
CHN76   Yangchun Baiyong
CHN77   Yinggeling
CHN78   Yiwa
CHN79   Yongde Daxueshan
CHN80   Youluoshan
Lao P.D.R. 
  LAO1   Bolaven North-east
  LAO2   Chonabuly
  LAO3   Dakchung Plateau
  LAO4   Dong Ampham
  LAO5   Dong Hua Sao
  LAO6   Dong Khanthung
  LAO7   Dong Phou Vieng
  LAO8   Eastern Bolikhamxay Mountains
  LAO9   Hin Namno
LAO10   Khammouan Limestone
LAO11   Laving-Laveun
LAO12   Lower Nam Ou
LAO13   Mekong Confluence with Nam Kading
LAO14   Mekong Confluence with Xe Bangfai
LAO15   Mekong River from 
                   Luang Prabang to Vientiane
LAO16   Mekong River from 
                   Phou Xiang Thong to Siphandon
LAO17   Nakai Plateau
LAO18   Nakai-Nam Theun
LAO19   Nam Et
LAO20   Nam Ghong
LAO21   Nam Ha
LAO22   Nam Kading
LAO23   Nam Kan
LAO24   Nam Phoun
LAO25   Nam Xam
LAO26   Nong Khe Wetlands
LAO27   Pakxan Wetlands
LAO28   Phou Ahyon
LAO29   Phou Dendin
LAO30   Phou Kathong
LAO31   Phou Khaokhoay
LAO32   Phou Loeuy
LAO33   Phou Xang He
LAO34   Phou Xiang Thong
LAO35   Siphandon
LAO36   Upper Lao Mekong
LAO37   Upper Xe Bangfai
LAO38   Upper Xe Kaman
LAO39   Xe Bang-Nouan
LAO40   Xe Champhon
LAO41   Xe Khampho/Xe Pian
LAO42   Xe Pian
LAO43   Xe Sap

Myanmar 
   MMR1   Alaungdaw Kathapa
   MMR2   Ayeyarwady River: Bagan Section
   MMR3   Ayeyarwady River: Bhamo Section
   MMR4   Ayeyarwady River: Myitkyina to 
                     Sinbo Section
   MMR5   Ayeyarwady River: Shwegu Section
   MMR6   Ayeyarwady River: Sinbyugyun to 
                     Minbu Section
   MMR7   Ayeyarwady River: Singu Section
   MMR8   Babulon Htan
   MMR9   Bumphabum
 MMR10   Bwe Pa
 MMR11   Central Bago Yoma
 MMR12   Central Tanintharyi Coast
 MMR13   Chatthin
 MMR14   Chaungmagyi Reservoir
 MMR15   Chaungmon-Wachaung
 MMR16   Dawna Range
 MMR17   Fen-shui-ling Valley
 MMR18   Gayetgyi Island
 MMR19   Great Coco Island
 MMR20   Gulf of Mottama
 MMR21   Gyobin
 MMR22   Hkakaborazi
 MMR23   Hlawga Park
 MMR24   Hlawga Reservior
 MMR25   Hpa-an
 MMR26   Hponkanrazi
 MMR27   Htamanthi
 MMR28   Htaung Pru
 MMR29   Hukaung Valley
 MMR30   Hukaung Valley extension
 MMR31   Indawgyi Grassland and Indaw 
                     Chaung Wetland
 MMR32   Indawgyi Wildlife Sanctuary
 MMR33   Inle Lake
 MMR34   Irrawaddy Dolphin
 MMR35   Kadongalay Island
 MMR36   Kadonkani
 MMR37   Kaladan River
 MMR38   Kamaing
 MMR39   Karathuri
 MMR40   Kawthaung District Lowlands
 MMR41   Kelatha
 MMR42   Kennedy Peak
 MMR43   Khaing Thaung Island
 MMR44   Kyaikhtiyoe
 MMR45   Kyauk Pan Taung
 MMR46   Kyaukphyu (Wunbike)
 MMR47   Kyee-ni Inn
 MMR48   Lampi Island
 MMR49   Lenya
 MMR50   Loimwe
 MMR51   Lwoilin/Ginga Mountain
 MMR52   Mahamyaing
 MMR53   Mahanandar Kan
 MMR54   Maletto Inn
 MMR55   Mali Hka Area
 MMR56   Man Chaung
 MMR57   Manaung Kyun
 MMR58   Maw She
 MMR59   Mawlamyine
 MMR60   May Hka Area
 MMR61   May Yu
 MMR62   Mehon (Doke-hta Wady River)
 MMR63   Meinmahla Kyun
 MMR64   Minzontaung
 MMR65   Momeik-Mabein
 MMR66   Mone Chaung
 MMR67   Moscos Kyun
 MMR68   Moyingyi
 MMR69   Myaleik Taung
 MMR70   Myebon
 MMR71   Myeik Archipelago
 MMR72   Myinmoletkhat
 MMR73   Myitkyina-Nandebad-Talawgyi
 MMR74   Myittha Lakes
 MMR75   Nadi Kan
 MMR76   Nam Sam Chaung
 MMR77   Nam San Valley
 MMR78   Nantha Island
 MMR80   Natmataung (Mount Victoria)
 MMR79   Nat-yekan
 MMR81   Ngawun (Lenya extension)
 MMR82   Ngwe Saung
 MMR83   Ngwe Taung
 MMR84   Ninety-six Inns
 MMR85   North Zarmayi
 MMR86   North Zarmayi Elephant Range
 MMR87   Northern Rakhine Yoma
 MMR88   Nyaung Kan-Minhla Kan
 MMR89   Oyster Island
 MMR90   Pachan
 MMR91   Panlaung Pyadalin Cave
 MMR92   Pauk Area
 MMR93   Paunglaung Catchment Area
 MMR94   Payagyi
 MMR95   Peleik Inn
 MMR96   Phokyar Elephant Camp
 MMR97   Pidaung
 MMR98   Popa
 MMR99   Pyaungbya River
MMR100   Pyin-ah-lan
MMR101   Pyindaye
MMR102   Rakhine Yoma Elephant Range
MMR103   Saramati Taung
MMR104   Sheinmaga Tawyagyi
MMR105   Shinmataung
MMR106   Shwe U Daung
MMR107   Shwesettaw
MMR108   Tanai River
MMR109   Taninthayi National Park
MMR110   Taninthayi Nature Reserve
MMR111   Taung Kan at Sedawgyi
MMR112   Taunggyi
MMR113   Taungtaman Inn
MMR114   Thamihla Kyun
MMR115   Thaungdut
MMR116   U-do
MMR117   Upper Chindwin River: 
                     Kaunghein to Padumone Section
MMR118   Upper Mogaung Chaung Basin
MMR119   Uyu River
MMR120   Yelegale
MMR121   Yemyet Inn
MMR122   Zeihmu Range
Thailand 
    THA1   Ao Bandon
    THA2   Ao Pattani
    THA3   Ao Phang-nga
    THA4   Ban Khlong Marakor Tai
    THA5   Bang Lang
    THA6   Bu Do-Sungai Padi
    THA7   Bung Boraphet
    THA8   Bung Khong Lhong
    THA9   Chaloem Pra Kiet 
                     (Pa Phru To Daeng)
  THA10   Chao Phraya River from 
                     Nonthaburi to Nakon Sawan
  THA11   Doi Chiang Dao
  THA12   Doi Inthanon
  THA13   Doi Pha Chang
  THA14   Doi Phu Nang
  THA15   Doi Phukha
  THA16   Doi Suthep-Pui
  THA17   Erawan
  THA18   Hala-Bala
  THA19   Hat Chao Mai
  THA20   Hat Nopharat Thara-Mu Ko Phi Phi
  THA21   Huai Kha Khaeng
  THA22   Huai Nam Dang
  THA23   Inner Gulf of Thailand
  THA24   Kaeng Krachan
  THA25   Kaeng Krung
  THA26   Khao Ang Ru Nai
  THA27   Khao Banthad
  THA28   Khao Chamao-Khao Wong
  THA29   Khao Chong
  THA30   Khao Khitchakut
  THA31   Khao Laem
  THA32   Khao Lak-Lam Ru
  THA33   Khao Luang
  THA34   Khao Nam Khang
  THA35   Khao Nor Chuchi
  THA36   Khao Phanom Bencha
  THA37   Khao Pu - Khao Ya
  THA38   Khao Sabab-Namtok Phlew
  THA39   Khao Sam Roi Yot

  THA40   Khao Soi Dao
  THA41   Khao Sok
  THA42   Khao Yai
  THA43   Khlong Lan
  THA44   Khlong Nakha
  THA45   Khlong Saeng
  THA46   Ko Li Bong
  THA47   Ko Phra Tong
  THA48   Kuiburi
  THA49   Laem Pakarang
  THA50   Lam Khlong Ngu
  THA51   Lower Central Basin
  THA52   Lum Nam Pai
  THA53   Mae Fang
  THA54   Mae Jarim NP
  THA55   Mae Jarim WS
  THA56   Mae Klong Basin
  THA57   Mae Lao-Mae Sae
  THA58   Mae Ping
  THA59   Mae Tuen
  THA60   Mae Wong
  THA61   Mae Yom
  THA62   Mekong Channel near Pakchom
  THA63   Mu Ko Chang
  THA64   Mu Ko Similan
  THA65   Mu Ko Surin
  THA66   Na Muang Krabi
  THA67   Nam Nao
  THA68   Nam River
  THA69   Namtok Huai Yang
  THA70   Namtok Khlong Kaew
  THA71   Namtok Sai Khao
  THA72   Namtok Yong
  THA73   Nanthaburi
  THA74   Nong Bong Kai
  THA75   Om Koi
  THA76   Pak Nam Prasae
  THA77   Palian Lang-ngu
  THA78   Pang Sida
  THA79   Phu Jong Na Yoi
  THA80   Phu Khieo
  THA81   Phu Kradung
  THA82   Phu Luang
  THA83   Phu Miang-Phu Thong
  THA84   Phu Phan
  THA85   Prince Chumphon Park
  THA86   Sai Yok
  THA87   Sakaerat
  THA88   Salak Phra
  THA89   Salawin
  THA90   San Kala Khiri
  THA91   Sanambin
  THA92   Sri Lanna
  THA93   Sri Nakarin
  THA94   Sri Nan
  THA95   Sri Phang-nga
  THA96   Sub Langkha
  THA97   Tai Rom Yen
  THA98   Tarutao
  THA99   Tha Yang
THA100   Thab Lan
THA101   Thale Noi
THA102   Thale Sap Songkhla
THA103   Thaleban
THA104   Tham Ba Dan
THA105   Thung Kha
THA106   Thung Salaeng Luang
THA107   Thung Tha Laad
THA108   Thung Yai-Naresuan
THA109   Ton Nga Chang
THA110   Tonpariwat
THA111   Trat Wetlands
THA112   Umphang
THA113   Wiang Lo
THA114   Yot Dom
Vietnam 
   VNM1   A Luoi-Nam Dong
   VNM2   A Yun Pa
   VNM3   An Hai
   VNM4   Ba Be
   VNM5   Ba Tri
   VNM6   Bac Lieu
   VNM7   Bach Ma
   VNM8   Bai Boi
   VNM9   Ban Bung
 VNM10   Ban Thi-Xuan Lac
 VNM11   Bao Loc-Loc Bac
 VNM12   Bat Dai Son
 VNM13   Ben En
 VNM14   Bi Dup-Nui Ba
 VNM15   Bien Lac-Nui Ong
 VNM16   Bim Son
 VNM17   Binh An
 VNM18   Binh Dai
 VNM19   Binh Khuong

  VNM20   Bu Gia Map
  VNM21   Ca Mau
  VNM22   Can Gio
  VNM23   Cat Ba
  VNM24   Cat Loc
  VNM25   Cham Chu
  VNM26   Che Tao
  VNM27   Chu Prong
  VNM28   Chu Yang Sin
  VNM29   Chua Hang
  VNM30   Chua Huong
  VNM31   Co Nhi River
  VNM32   Cong Troi
  VNM33   Cu Jut
  VNM34   Cuc Phuong
  VNM35   Dak Dam
  VNM36   Dakrong
  VNM37   Dat Mui
  VNM38   Deo Ca-Hon Nua
  VNM39   Deo Nui San
  VNM40   Dong Mo Lake
  VNM41   Du Gia
  VNM42   Ea So
  VNM43   Fan Si Pan
  VNM44   Ha Nam
  VNM45   Ha Tien
  VNM46   Hoa Lu-Tam Coc-Bich Dong
  VNM47   Huong Son
  VNM48   Ke Bang
  VNM49   Ke Go
  VNM50   Khau Ca
  VNM51   Khe Net
  VNM52   Kien Luong
  VNM53   Kon Cha Rang-An Toan
  VNM54   Kon Ka Kinh
  VNM55   Kon Plong
  VNM56   Lac Thuy-Kim Bang
  VNM57   Lam Binh
  VNM58   Lang Sen
  VNM59   Lo Go-Xa Mat
  VNM60   Lo Xo Pass
  VNM61   Macooih
  VNM62   Mom Ray
  VNM63   Na Chi
  VNM64   Nam Cat Tien
  VNM65   Nghia Hung
  VNM66   Ngoc Linh
  VNM67   Ngoc Son
  VNM68   Northern Hien
  VNM69   Nui Boi Yao
  VNM70   Nui Chua
  VNM71   Nui Giang Man
  VNM72   Phong Dien
  VNM73   Phong Nha
  VNM74   Phu Ninh
  VNM75   Phuoc Binh
  VNM76   Pu Huong
  VNM77   Pu Luong
  VNM78   Pu Mat
  VNM79   Que Son
  VNM80   Sinh Long
  VNM81   Son Tra
  VNM82   Song Hinh
  VNM83   Song Thanh
  VNM84   Ta Dung
  VNM85   Tam Dao
  VNM86   Tat Ke
  VNM87   Tay Con Linh
  VNM88   Thai Thuy
  VNM89   Than Xa
  VNM90   Thiet Ong
  VNM91   Tien Hai
  VNM92   Tien Lang
  VNM93   Tien Phuoc
  VNM94   Tra Co
  VNM95   Tra Cu
  VNM96   Tram Chim
  VNM97   Tram Lap-Dakrong
  VNM98   Trung Khanh
  VNM99   Truong Son
VNM100   Tung Vai
VNM101   Tuyen Lam
VNM102   U Minh Thuong
VNM103   Van Ban
VNM104   Van Long
VNM105   Vinh Cuu
VNM106   Vu Quang
VNM107   Xuan Lien
VNM108   Xuan Thuy
VNM109   Ya Lop
VNM110   Yok Don

Elevation (in meters)
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This map presents a set of geographic targets for
conservation action within the Indo-Burma
Hotspot, at site (Key Biodiversity Area) and
landscape (conservation corridor) scales. The
targets were defined through a consultative
process, undertaken between June 2011 and
January 2012, with support from the Critical
Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF), the
MacArthur Foundation, the Margaret A. Cargill
Foundation and the McKnight Foundation. This
inclusive, participatory process engaged more
than 470 representatives of civil society, donor
and government organizations throughout the
hotspot, and formulated a shared situational
analysis and common vision for action, which are
contained within an updated Ecosystem Profile for
the Indo-Burma Hotspot (available for download
from www.cepf.net).

The Ecosystem Profile includes an investment
strategy for engaging civil society organizations in
intiatives that address threats to biodiversity,
communities and livelihoods. The investment
strategy focuses on those taxonomic, geographic
and thematic priorities where additional resources
can be used most effectively in support of
initiatives that complement and better target
investments by national governments and other
donors. The basic premise underlying the
investment strategy is that investment should be
targeted where it can have the maximum impact
on the highest conservation priorities, while
supporting the livelihoods of some of the poorest
sections of society.
To this end, the investment strategy prioritizes
investments in four conservation corridors and the
74 Key Biodiversity Areas they contain. The key
biodiversity values of the priority corridors are
briefly summarized below:
Priority Corridor 1 - Hainan Mountains. Hainan
is the second largest island off the coast of China,
after Taiwan. Because the island was connected
to the mainland of Asia as recently as the
Quaternary Period, there is little endemism at the
genus level, although considerable endemism at
the species level. Of the 4,200 plant species
recorded on the island, 630 are listed as endemic,
including many that a globally threatened, such as
Cephalotaxus hainanensis, Cycas
changjiangensis, C. hainanensis, Firmiana
hainanensis and Saccopetalum prolificum.

Globally threatened mammals endemic to Hainan
Island include Hainan hare (Lepus hainanus)
Hainan gymnure (Neohylomys hainanensis) and
Hainan gibbon (Nomascus hainanus). The latter
species is believed to be entirely confined to
Bawangling Nature Reserve, and is the most
critically endangered primate in the world. Other
globally threatened vertebrates endemic to
Hainan include Hainan torrent frog (Amolops
hainanensis), ocellated small treefrog (Liuixalus
ocellatus), Hainan peacock-pheasant
(Polyplectron katsumatae) and Hainan knobby
newt (Tylototriton hainanensis). The priority
corridor comprises the mountains and foothills
that dominate the interior of Hainan Island. The
original vegetation of the corridor was tropical
deciduous monsoon forest. However, this has
been extensively cleared for shifting cultivation or
converted to rubber, coffee and oil palm
plantations. The remaining forest fragments
receive some protection within the nature reserve
system but are facing new threats from
disturbance, infrastructure development and other
incompatible activities, arising from Hainan’s
recent designation as a "national tourism island".
Priority Corridor 2 - Mekong River and Major
Tributaries. Partly as a result of a limited
appreciation of their biodiversity values, riverine
ecosystems have, to date, received less
conservation investment than have most other
ecosystems in Indo-Burma, and are severely
under-represented within national protected area
systems. The Mekong River and its major

tributaries, including the Srepok, Sesan, and
Sekong (Xe Kong) rivers, represent one of the
best remaining examples of the riverine
ecosystems of Indo-Burma, and provide services
vital to the livelihoods of millions of people. The
corridor is vital for a number of giant fish, and
many other globally threatened fish species, and
supports a major freshwater fishery. The corridor
also supports significant populations of several
high-priority turtle species, and one of the fullest
riverine bird communities remaining in Indo-
Burma, including globally significant
congregations of species such as white-
shouldered ibis (Pseudibis davisoni), river tern
(Sterna aurantia) and great thick-knee (Esacus
recurvirostris), plus the entire world population of
Mekong wagtail (Motacilla samveasnae). Among
mammals, one of the world’s three freshwater
populations of Irrawaddy dolphin (Orcaella
brevirostris) inhabits the corridor. The biodiversity
and ecosystem service values of the corridor are
highly threatened, both by locally originating
threats and by major development projects driven
by national development agendas, especially
hydropower dams.
Priority Corridor 3 - Sino-Vietnamese
Limestone. The Sino-Vietnamese Limestone
corridor is particularly important for the
conservation of primates, as it supports the entire
global population of two Critically Endangered
species, Tonkin snub-nosed monkey
(Rhinopithecus avunculus) and cao vit crested
gibbon (Nomascus nasutus). The corridor is also

of high global importance for plant conservation,
supporting high levels of endemism in many
groups, such as orchids. The corridor supports
the richest assemblages of conifer species in the
region, including several globally threatened
species, such as Amentotaxus yunnanensis,
Cephalotaxus mannii and Cunninghamia konishii.
Most notably, the corridor supports a conifer
species known globally from only one site,
Xanthocyparis vietnamensis (Critically
Endangered; discovered only in 1998), and
another known from only two, Amentotaxus
hatuyenensis (Endangered; described only in
1996). Through a land-use history of commercial
logging and shifting cultivation, the natural
habitats of the Sino-Vietnamese Limestone
corridor (limestone, lowland evergreen and
montane evergreen forest) have become
fragmented, in places highly, and remaining
blocks are often threatened by overexploitation
of forest products.
Priority Corridor 4 - Tonle Sap Lake and
Inundation Zone. Tonle Sap, the largest lake in
mainland South-east Asia, is an integral and
essential part of the lower Mekong ecosystem.
The lake’s unique seasonal flood regime has led
to the development of flooded forest and
grassland habitats around its periphery, important
for species of otters, waterbirds and the Critically
Endangered Bengal florican (Houbaropsis
bengalensis). The flooded forests around the lake
support the largest breeding colonies of large
waterbirds remaining in South-east Asia, including

important congregations of globally threatened
species, such as greater adjutant (Leptoptilos
dubius). The extensive area of flooded forest and
high levels of nutrients transported by the annual
flood result in very high levels of aquatic
productivity, helping to make the lake the most
important fishery in Cambodia, responsible for
around 60 percent of protein intake by the
country’s population. The system is also critically
important for agricultural and fisheries production
in Vietnam, as waters draining from the lake
provide around 50 percent of the dry season flow
in the Mekong Delta. The Tonle Sap lake and
inundation zone provide critical breeding,
spawning and feeding habitats for many species
of migratory fish, including several globally
threatened species, such as giant dog-eating
catfish (Pangasianodon hypophthalmus) and
Jullien’s golden carp (Probarbus jullieni). The
Tonle Sap system faces a wide array of threats,
including agricultural development in the
inundation zone, clearance of flooded forest,
changes to fishing practices and management
arrangements in the lake, and changes in
hydrological flows due to upstream developments
on the Mekong River and its tributaries.
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